
  
 

 

 

 

          

 Greetings and His peace to you! 

 

Did y’all see that snow a bit back? Snow this early isn’t exactly all that 

uncommon, yet we still talk about it like it’s some rare event, or maybe 

because it’s the dreaded early trace of snow that signals of the end of fall. 

We certainly hope that this doesn’t mean we’ll have an early and severe 

winter, or worse yet, begin with overwhelming force like it did on All 

Hallows’ Eve in ’91. 

In any case, the snow will still likely fall no matter if we want it or not. 

Truth be told though, many of us still enjoy the tapestry of fall colors as it 

becomes a wintery wonderland of the whitest snow and the clearest crystal 

of frozen water. God is great and He loves to spoil us showing us such 

beauty in the world the He created. 

Enough about snow, right?!  Well now, just hang on a bit longer about 

the snow. There are some among us that also like snow but for a different 

reason. Those that hunt deer usually like to have a bit of snow for the 

opener and throughout the season. It makes the 30-point buck a lot easier 

to spot. And let’s not forget about those that like football. Let’s face it, 

there is something kinda fun about playing football in snow. Granted, 

enjoying football in the snow is pretty much a young folks thing, or at least, 

young at heart. These days though, it seems much more fun to watch from 

the comfort of home …. where it’s as warm as we like. That’s the one thing 

that most everyone does seems to agree on, that snow is ok, even kind of 

nice, it’s the cold that makes it a bit less fun. 

Now that we’ve talked about some sports, have you ever wondered if 

God is interested in sports?  The answer is yes, but maybe not for the 

reason you might be thinking. God is interested because you are interested 

in whatever sport is your favorite or favorites. God really has no need for 

such recreational things, but He is interested because you are His.  
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This does not mean that we’re forcing God’s hand to like or care about any 

sports, it means that His interested as any caring father would be about 

the things His children like or are involved in.  

There are things that we need to know and understand about God’s 

interest in our sports activities. The first being that, despite the 

awesomeness of being out in His creation, it does not mean that we should 

think that being outdoors (yes, even if we tell ourselves it’s ‘spending time 

with God’) is a ‘good enough’ reason skip the Sabbath. There are reasons 

that He wants us together in praise and worship. The biggest reason is that 

HE DESERVES to be worshipped, praised, and thanked all the time, 

especially on the Sabbath. The other reason is so that we are strengthened 

by His gifts that are offered to us weekly- God’s Word and Sacraments. I’m 

not going to try to guilt you into attending worship on a regular basis. 

Whether you do or don’t is between you and God. I pray that you do.  

Another thing we should understand about God’s interest in our sports 

pursuits is that He expects us to be Christian men and women when we’re 

afield or wherever we watch the games from. Good sportsmanship is good 

stewardship and good witness to others that you are one of God’s children. 

Who knows, maybe someone will ask you why you didn’t get all that upset at 

that missed easy shot or why you didn’t throw that ‘bad call brick’ at the 

TV. You might just get into a great conversation about Jesus. Jesus is still 

our Lord and Risen Savior, even if He isn’t a Heisman Trophy winner, or a 

famous quarterback who played for the Vikings, or have His own hunting 

YouTube channel.  

 God is interested in the sports that you’re interested in, and He’ll be 

right there with you in the stand or next to your armchair. Just remember 

that He is there where you are and loves and cares about you. The empty 

tomb is certainly not any kind of sport or fun pursuit, yet Jesus won that 

contest against death. I guess you could say that Jesus has ‘got game’ …. 

and then some. Stay connected with God and enjoy what He has done for us! 

God’s richest blessings to you and your family! 

in His name, 

Pastor Mike Metzler 

 



CHURCH NEWS 
 

Acolyte Schedule 

 

Nov. 6th:  Piper 

Nov 13th:  Noah 

Nov 20th:  Corbin 

Nov 24th: (Thanksgiving Eve Service): Charlotte 

Nov 27th:  Hunter 

Nov 30th: (Wednesday Advent Service): Charlotte 

 

Daylight savings:  

Turn clocks back one hour on November 5th, so you don’t miss out on church!       

 

Collection Box: We are collecting stuffing and gravy mix for the food shelf. Please bring 

donations by Sunday November 6th. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship service at 7pm on Wednesday Nov 23rd. 

 

Advent begins on Wednesday, November 30th with a soup and sandwich supper at 6pm and 

Worship at 7pm. Please join us! 

 

Orange Envelopes are mailed out, these are due by December 14th.  

 

Thank you for the appreciation gift during Pastor Appreciation month! I am proud and 

thankful in Christ to be here and able to grow as a servant of Christ!  God bless you all!   - 

~~Pastor Mike Metzler  

Dear Quilters, Crafters and Scrapbookers, 

If you love to scrapbook, or quilt or any craft, we have an awesome opportunity for you at 

Lutheran Island Camp.  We are opening up our November Quilt Retreat! 

Our retreat is Nov. 8th through 13th at Lutheran Island Camp. 

Cost:  5 nights at $260 

          4 nights: $220 

          3 nights: $180 

          2 nights:  $140 

          1 night:  $90 

 

Cost includes lodging and food.  You can sign up by going 

to http://www.islandcamp.org/registration and clicking on the retreat button. 

Tell your friends, and looking forward to having you at Lutheran Island Camp for this special 

retreat. ~~ Julia Johnson, Program Coordinator  

Older devotions books: Please bring them in so we can share them with others! A basket is 

in the entry way.       

 

 

  

Ushers:  

Marv Maser and Tony Nelson 

http://www.islandcamp.org/registration


 

      

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Flower Chart: 

 

Nov 6th:  Mary Ann Lyon.....in loving memory of John 

Nov 13th:  Peterson Family 

Nov 20th:  Loren and Carolyn Vogler 

Nov 30th:  open 

NOVEMBER 2022 

 

3rd:  Ryan Ausmus 

4th:  Charlie Ausmus 

5th:  Florence Benoit 

5th:  Mona Klar 

9th:  Jared Christensen 

12th:  Florence Berquist 

12th:  Christina Somnuk 

15th:  Isaac Maser 

18th:  Yvonne Cottrell 

19th:  Isaac and Shelby Maser 

22nd:  Tony Nelson 

22nd:  Makenna Kroschel 

25th:  Marlowe Zabrok 

28th:  Dylan Mans 

30th:  Norah Ausmus 

 

If we missed anyone, please let 

Jennifer know! 

Prayers 

Florence, Margie, Ray & Gerry, 

Diana, Lorraine, Dora, Janice, 

JoAnn, Arden, Lois, Mona, Mary 

and Carolyn 

December Newsletter items 

are due by Nov 21st  

German Fest Update 

 

We served 209 people, which included 17 

to go meals.   

 

Silent auction totals were $1019.00 and 

$507.50 at the pie auction.  

 

The girls sold $88.00 in cards. 

 

Thank you to the kitchen crew, who 

donated to the silent auction, made the 

pumpkin dessert, baked pies, and to all 

who helped make this GermanFest a great 

night of food and fellowship.        

 

See you all next year!!     



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Youth Group 

 Our next meeting is on Wednesday November 

16th at 6pm.   

 

The last day to order wreaths is on Sunday 

October 30th, they come in middle of November.  

If you would like to order one, contact Rebecca at 

1-612-247-9319. 

Confirmation Corner 

Welcome to the Confirmation Corner! 

Ibn the past couple of weeks we’ve covered the basic overview of the Luther’s Small 

Catechism and why is was written, what it means to be confirmed, and the basic 

structure and meanings behind our worship liturgies. Next, we’ll be studying the 

Commandments and their meanings.  

Please keep Noah, Piper, and Makenna (Greg & Wendy Kroschel’s granddaughter) in your 

prayers. 

If you know someone who would benefit from adult confirmation instruction, please 

contact Pastor by office phone voicemail 320-384-6267 (ext 2), cell (or text) 763-286-

4803, or email at revmentzler18@gmail.com  

 

Confirmation Corner 

Hello and Blessings to you!  

Our last Circuit Youth Gathering went well! We had it in Isle and the youth 

were able to play a challenge course as well as have a youth Bible study.  

Our next event will be on Sunday, October 9th from 2:00-4:00 pm we will be 

at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Hinckley. This will be our last Circuit Youth 

Gathering until I am back from my maternity leave in January. 

Let me know if you have any questions!! 

LeAnn Gregoire 

Circuit Youth Worker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE LAMBS 

Greeting Parishioners from Little Lamb’s Pre-school: I cannot believe that we 

are already mid-way through October. The fall brings cooler air and a palate 

of bright yellows, reds, and oranges as we head toward a season of giving 

thanks. Currently, we have three active students. We have also been practicing 

songs: Jesus Loves me, This Little Light of Mine, and Silent Night. Look 

forward to seeing the children perform these songs in December. 

 

The students have also been practicing printing their names and learning the 

letters, Dd, Aa, Rr, Kk, Ss, Mm, and Hh. We have also been working on 

counting from 1-20 and learning about shapes and colors. This month we have 

been learning about the Bible lessons Noah and the Flood, Abraham, and we 

will finish with Moses. October is also safety awareness month. Last week we 

had a fire drill, and we had a visit from Fireman Brad Hopkins. He spoke to 

them about the importance of fire safety and what firemen wear. They also 

had an opportunity to tour the pumper fire truck. 

 

Thanks Jason, preschool teacher 

 

Little Lambs board is putting out another fall ad to get more enrollment. We 

are hoping to send something out on Halloween with Trick or Treater’s and at 

the Hinckley Craft Fair at the high school.  

 

Staci 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Josie, Cora, and Beau 

meet Fireman Brad and 

check out his Fire Truck. 
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Church Council 

Meets 1st Monday each month at 

7pm 

 

Chairman:      Randy Hickle 

Vice Chair:     Toby Hickle 

Elders:    Robbie Robinson,  

   John Frank 

   Matt Maser 

  Greg Kroschel 

Trustees:     Rick Williams,  

  David Berquist 

 Doug Kottke 

Secretary:   Tonette Peterson 

Fin. Sec.:  Cydelle Klande 

Treasurer:    Wendy Kottke 
 

 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Church Email: st.paulhinckley@yahoo.com    

 

Church Phone: (320) 384-6267   

 

Website: www.stpaulhinckleymn.org 

 

  Like us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/SPLCHINCKLEY 

                    

Check Facebook or church website for any updates on schedules for Worship Service and 

other events. 

 

 
Pastor                                  Church Secretary               Church Newsletter                    Organists 

Rev. Mike Metzler           Jennifer Kubesh                   Jennifer Kubesh                          Sue Hickle 

                                                                                       Cydelle Klande                          Connie Odendahl 

 

 

Stewardship 

9/19/22 to 10/23/22 

 

General Fund ...................... $9,177.00 

Altar Guild ............................ $125.00 

Altar Flowers ......................... $120.00 

Little Lambs ............................ $10.00 

Missions .................................. $15.00 

 

 

 

TOTAL .............................. $9,447.00 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Unapproved Council Minutes 

9-12-2022 

 

Present: Tonette Peterson, Randy Hickle, Pastor Mike, Wendy Kottke, Doug Kottke, 

Rick Williams, Greg Kroschel, John Frank, David Berquist, Jennifer Kubesh 

 

Agenda was approved upon motion by Rick, second David 

Meeting was called to order by Randy at 7:15pm. Pastor opened with prayer. 

 

Secretary’s report was accepted as presented upon motion by David, second by Greg 

 

Treasurer’s report accepted upon motion by Greg second by Rick 

Income: $74,016.81      Checking $4,611.80 

Expense: $96,408.33     Savings $49,109.57   Net Income: -($22,391.52) 

(Savings includes Pastor’s $20,000 loan and memorial funds) 

 

Pastor’s report: Home visits, office visits, hospital visit, installation & blessing, online 

devotions, elders meeting, gospel concert, LL, Doxology event, newspaper article, 

circuit confirmation retreat, circuit youth event, CASE & SS meeting, circuit meeting. 

 

Elders Report: Would like to host a Christmas concert with fellowship to follow around 

Thanksgiving 

 

Trustees: Met with Zack Miller. Roof is still leaking on north and south sides. They are 

going to reflash the steeple base this week or next. 

 

Old Business 

*Little Lambs is enrolling for fall classes. Please pass the word! We need students! 

*The ushers schedule is complete through March 2023 (except for Lenten and Holy 

Week) 

*Still waiting on the second insulation bid. 

 

New Business 

*Orange Envelopes will be going out soon. General Fund and Other are the designations 

for this year’s funds. Motion Wendy, second John 

*Set apart to serve pilot program is looking for donations. This is tabled until we can get 

more info 

*The Budget Committee will be meeting and present a proposal at the October 

Quarterly. 

 

We adjourned at 8:27pm, upon motion by David and second John, closing with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Tonette Peterson, St. Paul Lutheran Church council secretary 

  



St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Unapproved Quarterly Minutes 

10-16-2022 

Meeting was called to order by Randy with 23 members present. Pastor opened with 

prayer. 

 

Secretary’s report was accepted as presented upon motion by Robbie Robinson and 

second Aaron Peterson 

Treasurer’s report was accepted as read upon motion by Aaron Peterson second by 

Yonna Hickle 

Income: $82,681.67      Checking $8,609.21 

Expense: $105,725.78       Savings $44,109.57   Net Income: -($23,044.11)  

(Savings includes Pastor’s $20,000 loan and memorial funds) 

 

Pastor’s report: home/office visits, confirmation, doxology, youth events, circuit 

pastor’s meeting, gospel concerts, online devos, newspaper articles, Bible Study, LL 

lessons, CASE, elders and council meetings, fall Pastor’s conference, memorial service 

at Methven, GermanFest 

 

Youth group: Rebecca reported that Weds meetings have started up No current balance 

available, but estimated to be about $5,200.00 

 

Sunday School is using current materials. 4-6 kids average. Christmas program will be 

12/18 during service 

 

CASE is going well despite the small group 

 

Little Lambs we need enrollment to increase. There are currently 4 students. Will 

continue through December and reassess at that time. Current balance is $16,232.55 

 

Trustees state everything is caught up. Roof issues have been the most served. Would 

like help watching and keeping snow raked off of the roof. Also looking for help 

installing heat cables (estimated to cost $1,000.00). Talk to Matt 

 

Elders have been working on the holiday schedule and Pastor’s Salary 

 

Fellowship Committee continues to serve in the kitchen and keep it stocked. 

Randy would like to see the Board of Fellowship start up. We need outreach within our 

own church. 

 

Old Business 

*Still had a SE roof leak. Hopefully has been fixed-waiting for a rain to be sure. 

*R49 insulation is needed and we received a bid of $9,200.00. We’re hoping that Millers 

will cover some of that along with painting and cosmetic damage inside due to leaks 

*210 were served at GermanFest. Still waiting totals. 

*Still seeking plow bids 



 

New Business 

*Pastor Mike requested to shift an additional $12,000.00 ($24,000.00 total annually) 

from his salary to his housing allowance. 

*Proposed budget approved upon motion by MaryEllen Bruns, second Jeanette Schaefer. 

*Orange envelopes went out 

*Holiday Worship: Thanksgiving Eve (11/23) 7PM. Advent supper 6PM, worship at 

7PM (11/30,12/7, 12/14). Christmas Eve with communion 3PM and 10PM. Christmas 

Day with communion 9AM. Christmas Concert 11/26 with Christmas cookies and 

tea/coffee to follow. Motion Lois Kruse second David Berquist 

 

We adjourned at 11:22AM motion John Frank second Robbie Robinson closing with the 

Doxology. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Tonette Peterson, St. Paul Lutheran Church council secretary 

 

 

 

 

SUPPLICATIONS 

We always have many things to pray about, some of which are supplications. 

Supplications are requests on behalf of others. Supplications may be things such as 

healing to things like a better job or the like. Here are some supplications: 

For our leaders, that they would lean on God and follow His guidance in serving their 

fellow human creatures by doing what is right in God’s sight in their God-given 

vocations. 

For all those struggling with dementia, that God helps them stay strong and that we see 

our place to help when He calls us to action. 

For Rick, plus those we name in our hearts, for continued healing and comfort. 

For the Minnesota DNR Conservation Officers as they pursue their vocations ensuring 

that outdoor activities are safely enjoyed now and in the future. 

For the Hinckley Fire Dept. that they remember that God is also protecting them as they 

serve us. 
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For God so Loved the World 
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COME JOIN OUR WORSHIPPING FAMILY 


