St. Paul Lutheran Church
August2023 Newsletter

Greetings and His peace to you!

August is usually one of the hottest months during our relatively short
summer. Lately, our weather has been more like fall than summer. Nice cool
mornings and not too hot afternoons and evenings. And dry. It has been
quite dry. Too dry, in fact. We really  could use some rain to not only give a
needed boost to the crops in the field, but also to give us a boost us as well.
Have you ever given thought to being in a better (or maybe worse) mood
based on how well things are goli,ngyaaa!lu
mo ment , but even something that doesnot
getting enough moisture can influence how we feel and our mood. Seems
kind of weird though, too, after all, i
painorverbalabuse i f it doesndot rain.

Just the same, because o f our fallen nature, we grow concerned over
such things and sometimes that concern affects our moods. Concern is ok
and normal. It is when concern turns into out  -and-out worry or even dread,
thatisnotagood t hi ng. |l tds quite bad when th
our worry rule us, and control not only how we feel but how we go about our
daily lives. Nearly everything, or maybe everything, we do is somehow tied
to that worry. We needrhingsthateaanagemmort hough.
worry us have been already taken care of.

Nope, | 6ve not | o sangoralyeadmndmwdrry ab@ut , y o u
whatever it iIs that worries or concerns
good. It wond6ét change anything. Youdll

and probably have a headache. Not much of a gain there, and the worry is
still there going strong, maybe even stronger than before. So, why do we do
this to ourselves?!



WS.IVV‘..“@d])Daa\{l

You already know what the answer is. Sin, Satan, and this world are
responsible. Those 3 and your own fallen nature tell you that it is you that is
in contro | of everything around you. Not sorry to burst that bubble, but
y 0 u 8l@Tein control of much of anything. Certainly not everything that is
going on around you. When was that last time you made your kids do
something, or when was the last time you made your boss give you a raise or
madey our teacher give you a good grade?
feeling, i1s 11?2 Youbre not alone. None
It's ok, though.

Il f youdre wondering how | ikdyaotaleaiy t h
that either.| cansay that we don6ét have to worr
because The One who is in charge has everything happening just like He
wants it. Just like it needs to be. And ALWAYS way better that any one of
us could do. That how He rolls. God made this world and everything in it and
He is the One who sustains it and us, giving us everything we need! Daily
bread freely given to us! Trustin God to give you everything you need and
stop worrying about the things thatmaylook out of control . Gec
Ocoveredd anything and everything that

Let God, our heavenly Father, do what He does, and not be sickened
with worry. And let His peace, that surpasses our understanding, crowd out
that worry and rep lace it with calmness

',-.Q!'d h%re: am L9 and joy!

Godds richest bl essing
family!
in His name,

Pastor Mike Metzler




Summer Gospel Concertobs

August 6th: The Klassen Family
Danelle and her husband, Brad, have

six children. Theyounger four children,
(Spencer, Jenna, Layton, and Justin) perfo
in the group with Danelle. Her husband,

The Klassen's, Worthington, MN

Brad, runs the sound system when time allows, as does her-kam Eh Dah, Jenna's
husband.

August 13th: Holy Hootenanners
This group is near and dear to our heart, as a
\ couple of the members have close ties with this
Ho’,y SIS T community. They been playing here every season.

They are sincere about their faith, and dedicated to
spreading the gospahd talented.

August 20th: The Highview Bluegrass Band August 20

This group comes from Webster, Wi an '

they been performing for many different venues

around the area. This group joined us last seas
and back again!Their great personalities and .

love of God and music is evident when they pla pricsopbedalboren et G bt

August 28 August 28th: Kenny Krona
Our last concert of the season! Kenny has been closing out
the concert season the last few seasons. You only have to hear and
see him play Orange Blossom Special once and yduvait to
S come back every year. Hi@asa great selection of songs, hymns and
enny Krona

eV gospel tunes that are special to the young and old and everyone has &
favorite.

SUNDAY NIGHTS 6:30 pm - Concerts Free/Freewill Offering

Thank You toGreg and Wendy Kroschéor organizing the summer
gospel concerts and teveryone who made this another great music season.



CHURCH NEWS

FROM THE
OFFICE

Aug Acolyte Schedule
August 6th: Piper
August 13th: Norah
August 20th: Corbin
August 27th: Hunter

Directory Photos: Sunday August 13th and 27th after worship service Jayne will

taking family pictures for the upcoming church directory. If those days do not wc
for yourfamily, talk to Jayne. You can also bring in your own family photo if you

for the directory.

Confirmation Retreat: August 11th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Isle5pm The
group will be learning about the Sacrament of the ARarrent shoulddve received ar
invitation andsign-up form. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Mike.

Harvest Christian School: The school will be having an open house on August 17 fr
4-6pm. Enrollment is open for pre school through geade. If you wald like more
information, call or emai- 320-245-5330 or harvestcs@scicable.com
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SUPPLICATIONS

Supplications are requests in prayer on behalf of others. Supplications th@ygsesuch
as healing, to things like a better job or the like. Here are some supplications:

For all state governors that they would look to God, follow His guidance, do what |
upright in God’'s sight i n tearGuodgveg t he
vocations and having the courage not

For all those struggling with drug addiction, that God help them to look to Him for
courage and strength to keep trying and not give up, and direct our willing hearts to
continue to help them.

For Arden Gruett, Lois Kruse, Florence Berquist, and those we name in our hearts
for God’ s continued healing and comfo

For those in the U.S. Army,as they serve in their vocations that keep s gad
secure. God grant them courage and honor to meet the daily challenges, both in the
training and when they are called upon to do their duty.

For the Pine County roadcrewsthat they know that God watches over them as the
continue to repair owoads.

For the Sturgeon Lake Fire Dept that they remember that God protects them as tf
serve us.



Birthdays

Annlve?garles

Flower Chart:

Aug 6th: Mary Ann Lyon....

....... in loving memory of John
August 2023 Aug 13th: Gloria Maser Bjerke..
.. in loving memory of her mother,
Irene Schmidt
Aug 20th: Loren and Carolyn Vogler.....

3rd: Jim and Betty Christensen
7th: Marv and Lynette Maser
Jim and Mary Jarvis

Mitchell Klar ....In‘honor of their vedding
10th: Everett Ausmus anniversary
Ka:/y Greg; - Aug 27th: Tony and Carol Nelson....
15th: Chase Klar .... iIn honor of their wedding

16th: Ethan Perrotti
18th: Garret and Michelle White
19th: Jacob Perrotti

Loren and Carolyn Vogler Prayer List:

20th: Robbie Robinson

21st: Isaiah Swenson Diana Norton, Lois
Rod anl Star Lawin Kruse, Lorraine

28th: Marlys Knutson Robbins, Arden Gruett

30th: Hayden Peterson

and those in our
31st: Tony and Carol Nelson

thoughts angbrayers.

If we missed anyone, please let
Jennifer know!

Did you know?

What is the Office of the Keys ? It might sound really complicated and intimidating, but it really
i sndt .

The Office of the Keys is the special authority that Jesus the Christ gave His church on earth to
forgive those who repent of their sins, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepent  ant as long as
they do not repent. This is from John 20:22 -23. The church then gives this authority to their called
pastor.

Said a different way, if someone repents (truly confesses their sins, and asks God to forgive them
and help them do better), then we are to forgive them and their sin is forgiven. But if they do not
repent, they are not forgiven until they repent of the ir sin. Even if a person does not repent for
days, weeks, months, or even years, we should still forgive them as soon as they repent, even, and
especially, if it is on their deathbed.

It is called the Office oftheKeys because forgiving someone is |
to heaven and not forgiving is 06lockingd the 0
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Confirmation Corner

Welcome to the Confirmation Corner!

We have wrapped up for the year and Noah Hickle was confirmed at the end
of May 2023 and is our newest communicant member! Welcome Noah!

Confirmation 2023 -24 is fast approaching and will begin on Sunday, Sept 10
from 10:30am to 12 noon and continue thr oughout the year until May.
Examination day is May 18 and Confirmation day is Sunday, May 19, 2024.

Returning as a 2" year student is Piper Brant . She is joined by 4 - first year
students- Norah Ausmus, Corbin Klande , Hunter Peterson , and Charlotte
Rabe.

If you know someone who would benefit from adult confirmation instruction, or just have
a question or 2, please contact the pastor by office phone voicemail 320 -384-6267 (ext 2),
cell (or text) 763 -286-4803, or email at revmentzlerl8@gmail .com
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Little Lambs Preschool

is now enrolling for Fall 2023
Ages 33 months to 5 years

Program Highlights

e Christian Environment

e Kindergarten Readiness MEOL
e Emotional and Physical Growth A
e Social and Academic Skills ;

Open house was held on July 25, and enrollment is still open in
August for Fall. If you know anyone with little ones, please share
this information. We welcome anyone interested to visit our
playground and come check out the school!

Please call 320 -384-6267, ext #3 or you can email
littlelambsprek@gmail.com for more information.



SOL#310727
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Direct Support of
JOHN & JENN WOLF & FAMILY, OUR MISSIONARIES TO KENYA
Project #A10698-69400

John and Jenn Wolf serve the Lord as
missionaries in Kenya. As the Africa
S region’s project manager, John provides
SR oversight and support for projects and

S grants across the region, with a particular
& focus on mercy work. He also trains the
% local people and the local church partners
to develop, manage and sustain projects
that support Christian growth and
B congregational needs across Africa.

John was born in Farmington, Minn,, and
grew up in Baldwin, Wis. His home
congregation is Hope Lutheran Church,
Aurora, Colo. He received a bachelor's
degree in mechanical engincering from

y Michigan Tech University, Houghton and
a master’s degree in space smdms from the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks. John served 20 years
in the United States Air Force and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2015. His professional background
includes project management and working with intemational partners in Europe and Asia. His hobbies
include gardening, historical re-enactmenis. hiking and camping.

denn was bom and raised wm Anchorage, Alaska. Her home congregation is also Hope Lutheran Church,
Aurora, Colo. She received a bachelor’s degree in South/Southeast Asian studies from the University of
California, Berleeley, Bhe also took praduate level courses in teaching and deaf education prior to teaching
in Montana and California schools. Since 2001, she has been a stay-at-home mom, homeschooling their
children and doing volunteer work. Her hobbies include fiber arts, classical violin, international folk music
and readmng. John and Jenn have five beautiful children — lan, S3ean, Thad, Annalise and Angos — who
join them on the mission ficld.

Pray for the Wolfs as they serve in Kenya, Ask God to give them strength and wisdom in their mission
work overseas. Pray for John as he supports the needs of the African people. Pray also for Jenn and the
children as they build relationships with those in their community. Pray for the people in Africa that they

are brought to a saving knowledge of Christ and are assisted in their vocations theough the work of LCMS”
African missionaries.



St. Paul Lutheran Church
Unapproved Council Minutes
6-5-2023

Present Tonette Peterson, Randy Hickle, Wendy Kottke, Doug Kottke, David Berquist,
RobbieRobinson;Toby Hickle, Matt Maser, Pastor, Jennifer, Star Lawin, Aaron
Peterson, Rick Williams, Carol Robinsamhn Frank

Meeting was called to order by Randy at 7:15pm. Pastor opened with prayer.

Secr et ar wdsaccaptedmas prasented upon mdiloRobbie and second by
David

Tr eas ur e racepted upgn onotion by John second by Matt

Income: $50,072.88 Checking $9,154.90

Expense: $59,909.06 Savings $33,683.14

Net Income:-$9,836.1d Savi ngs includes Pastor’s $2

Pastoro6slomepursits, of fice visits, Conf
Conference, youth meetinigoard of fellowship meeting, LL program, gospel concert,
grad parties

Old Business
*The roof valley caps are in Duluth and will be picked up amstaited. There are still
no leaks present.

New Business
*The first gospel concert went well with about 95 in attendance. Will be watching cost
of ads.

*Welcome to the new council members that will begin their terms July 1, 2023.
*Thank you to EVERYONE thiashares their time and talent serving in various ways for
our building ancchurch family.

*The parking lot will be sealed on Wednesday7(g3)
*Jennifer will be on vacation July 180th.

We adjourned at 8:08pm, upon motion by David and second .L_L.&b UP

Robbie, c¢closing with the Lol /er .

Respectfully submitted, Tonette Peterson, St. Paul Lutheran 145 L

Church council secretary _L[.Ew'f:s

Droise



St. Paul Lutheran Church
Unapproved Council Minutes
7-3-2023

Present: Aaron Peterson, Toby Hickle, Carol Robinson, Star Lawin, Wendy Kottke, John
Frank, Matt Maser, David Berquist, Doug Kottke, Bill Morgan, Pastor Mike Metzler, Jennifer
Kubesh.

Meeting called to order by Aaron Peterson at 7:00 PM.

Secretary reportwas acceted as presented upon motion by John and second by David.
Treasurer report accepted upon motion by John and second by Matt.

Balances as of 080-2023:

Income: 55,299.43 Net Incomet4,034.54 Expense: 69,333.97

Checking: 4,606.54 Savings: 33,6834 (I ncl udes Pastor’s 20

Pastors report:

7 home visits, 1 off site meeting, 5 offi
and will plan to continue meeting every other month. VBS week of Jul{41@2023.
Upcomirg Kettle River Circuit Youth event in Mora, water park everid@72023 Isle is
hosting the Circuit Confirmation retreat Scheduled August 12 and 13, 2023. New counci
members installed during church service or266023.

Old Business:

Roof Valley CapRandy ordered extra ones, correct colors. Aaron Peterson picked up. Nc
more leaks.

Question the possibility of sonmeitdoor services.

Looking for a &' Elder.

Recording service€amera, laptop on shelf in sanctuary, (Thank you Rick its beautiful)
CD/Flash Drive to home bound will exchange for newest service during weekly visits.

New Business:

BOF (Board of Fellowshipkontinue to meet monthly, Surveys will be sent out soon,
considering a light meal with devotion in future. Goals are to serve and uplift the community
Meet next 0718-2023.

Little lambsno update at this time look for updates after summer session.

Advetising: Gospel Concerts Posters and Papers. Evergreen Add placed monthly to hel
defer cost of advertising. Scotsman Add placed monthly to help defer cost of advertising
Hinckley News and Pine County Book.

Upcoming reports due one week before next sckdduketing.

Mighty Fortresscofounder with St Paul Lutheran Church and First Lutheran Church 30+
years ago. BOD (Board of Directors include 3 members and Pastor from both churches) Me
twice yearly. John Frank is President. 60 + year, Elderly a safe fadive at a reasonable
cost. Run by Management company, Discussed dinner for residents Meet Chat and me
Outreach for residents in Mighty Fortress in the near future.

Adjourned at8:00PMup on moti on by Wendy, Secora. by

Respectfully submitted. Carol Robinson. St Paul Lutheran Church, Council secretary



CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Church Email: st.paulhinckley@yahoo.com

Church Phone (320) 3846267

Website www.stpaulhinckleymn.org

Like us on Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/SPLCHINCKLEY

CheckFacebookor church websitdor any updates on schedules for Worship Service and

other events.

Church Secretary
Jennifer Kubesh

Pastor
Rev. Mike Metzler

Church Newsletter
Jennifer Kubesh
CydelleKlande

Organists
Sue Hickle
Connie Odendahl

Church Council
Meets1*t Monday
each monthat 7pm
Chairman: Aaron Peterson
Vice Chair: Toby Hickle
Elders: Rod Lawin
John Frak
Matt Maser
Greg Kroschel
Trustees  David Berquist
Doug Kottke
Bill Morgan
Secretary. Carol Robinson
Fin. Sec:  Star Lawin
Treasurer: Wendy Kottke

Stewar

dship

7/1/2023 to 7/22/2023

General Fund..............oc....... $5,762

Little Lambs.......

Altar Flowers.......
Missions.............



mailto:st.paulhinckley@yahoo.com
http://www.stpaulhinckleymn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SPLCHINCKLEY
https://www.facebook.com/SPLCHINCKLEY

CREATION ¥ MOMENTS

Proclaiming Evidence for Truth
TH1S WEEK'S CREATION MOMENT
The Purple Thief

He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the
LORD 1s gracious and full of compassion. (Psalm 111:4)

Birds and insects that take nectar from a flower without
picking up any pollen are known as nectar robbers. Now,
yvou'd probably think that nectar robbers would be harmful to
.. plants and trees, but the desert teak tree couldn't survive
without a nectar robber — the purple sunbird.

In order to reproduce, this tree needs birds to pollinate its flowers. But since a tree
cannot reproduce with 1ts own pollen, it needs birds to fly from flower to flower and

from one tree to another. Anvthing that encourages the pollinating birds to fly farther
away helps out the teak trees.

That's where the purple thief comes m. Researchers at the University of Delhi
discovered that the sunbird visits the flowers one hour before the pollinating birds
arrive. The purple sunbird has a long, sharp beak that pierces the base of the flower
to feed, so 1t doesn't pick up any pollen. It does, however, empty the flower of about
60 percent of its nectar, leaving relatively little for the pollinators. This means that
the pollinators will have to travel to more tlowers and trees to get enough food,
spreading pollen wherever they stop for a meal.

The researchers noted that "the robber plays a constructive and crucial role m the
reproductive performance of [a] threatened tree species.” How right they are! And
this unusual but crucial dining arrangement shows once again what an

mgenious God we serve!

Ref: "These trees don't mind gefting robbed”. Science News. Photo: Purple sunbird. Conrtesy of IM.Garg.
(CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported)

©@ 2023, Creation Moments. Churches and parents may freely copy these bulletin inserts.
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COME JOIN OUR WORSHIPPING FAMILY

August 2023

For God sd_oved the World

St. Paul Lutheran Church
PO Box 99
Hinckley, MN 55037



